In 2003, members of our Police Department celebrate 50 years of serving the citizens of Mesquite by safeguarding life and property, by protecting them against violence or disorder, and by protecting the innocent against deception and the weak against oppression or intimidation; and

WHEREAS, fifty years ago in August, 1953, the City of Mesquite adopted a home-rule style government; and

WHEREAS, the 1950 census indicated the population of the City of Mesquite was 1,696 and the Mesquite city limits covered less than one square mile.  Chief H. L. Gaddis, appointed by then City Manager C. J. Griggs, commanded a four-man department; and

WHEREAS, the population of the City of Mesquite for 2002 was estimated at 127,800 and the city limits of Mesquite cover 41.1 square miles.  Chief Gary Westphal, appointed by City Manager Ted Barron, commands a department comprised of 281 employees; and

WHEREAS, the Mesquite Police Department has employed only 9 police chiefs; and

WHEREAS, under the guidance of those police chiefs, the Mesquite Police Department evolved from a rural policing unit to a police force with commissioned officers numbering 205 today; and 

WHEREAS, the Mesquite Police Department has experienced the loss of one police officer, Travis Williams.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mike Anderson, Mayor of the City of Mesquite, do hereby proclaim Thursday,
May 15, 2003, as:

"MESQUITE POLICE DEPARTMENT

50th  ANNIVERSARY DAY"

in the City of Mesquite, and urge all citizens to join with me in congratulating and celebrating with the Mesquite Police Department as they remember their past and look forward to the successes of the future.

PROCLAIMED this 15th day of May 2003 

