B. J. Smith was recently honored by The State Bar of Texas for serving 50 years in the law profession.  These years of service have been marked by exemplary dedication to the best interest of our community and we appreciate his assistance to the City of Mesquite through these many years; and

WHEREAS, B. J. was born in Peeltown, Texas, and graduated from Forest Avenue High School and Southern Methodist University.  His loving wife, Ann, has supported him for 52 years and they have five children, six grandchildren and one great grandchild; and
WHEREAS, B. J. served the citizens of Mesquite as an elected official for a record total of 24 years – 10 years as a councilmember, five years as Mayor and nine years as a member of the Mesquite Independent School District Board of Trustees.  B. J. is the only person in the City’s history to serve as both mayor of the city and president of the school board; and

WHEREAS, throughout his life, B. J. has worked to promote and preserve a positive relationship between the city, the school district, the Chamber of Commerce and local businesses; and
WHEREAS, after 30 years in private law practice, B. J. accepted the position as City Attorney in November 1988 and continues to hold that position today.  He continues to serve his community as a member of the Dallas County School Board; and
WHEREAS, B.J. has the very highest caliber of work ethic and his service has been invaluable.
NOW, THEREFORE, on behalf of the Mesquite City Council, I, John Monaco, Mayor of the City of Mesquite, do hereby proclaim Monday, July 21, 2008, as:
“B. J. Smith Day”

in the City of Mesquite and urge all citizens to join me in expressing our appreciation to B. J. for his 50 years of service in the law profession and wishing him many more years to come.

PROCLAIMED this 21st day of July 2008.
