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PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS,  "Old” Camp Wolters was activated and expanded from its original site to include the area north of this main entrance gate in 1941 to serve as an Infantry Training Center for the US Army; and

WHEREAS,  this gate was later an entrance as home to various service groups including Army Air Corps and National Guard; and

WHEREAS,  this gate was the entrance to what served as a Primary Helicopter Training Center from 1956 until 1973/74, during this time it was the largest primary helicopter training center in the world. Helicopters were maintained by Southern Airways, often numbering 1300 at the peak of training and over 41,000 students from 30 countries passed through this gate in the 17 years of operation  ; and

WHEREAS,  to honor its place in history, Class # 67-5 of Warrant Officer Candidates led by James Dixon and others associated with the base, came together in 1967/68 to build an archway from assorted materials gathered from the base; and

WHEREAS,  two helicopters were mounted on pedestals made from modifying the old rock guard houses placed at the entrance. Other modifications were added until 1975 when the property was given to the City of Mineral Wells and other groups, becoming known as Wolters Industrial Park; and

WHEREAS,  the helicopters were dismantled and the sign was changed to reflect its new designation but the arch remained; and
WHEREAS,  a group of concerned citizens gathered resources to restore Fort Wolters Main Gate and archway to its original look; and

NOW, THEREFORE,  I, Mike Allen, Mayor of the City of Mineral Wells, Texas do hereby dedicate this
FORT WOLTERS MAIN GATE PROJECT
to those that gave their time and resources to restore this gate, and especially to all of the service men and women that have passed through these arches.
Given under my hand and seal of office this 12th day of March, 2011.
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Mike Allen, Mayor







