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City of Heath, Texas 

Whereas, Rachel Scott’s life was the first taken in the Columbine High School tragedy that occurred in 1999, which remains one of the worst school shootings in American history; and

Whereas, one month before her death, Rachel wrote an essay encouraging readers to “Start a chain reaction of kindness and compassion;” and
Whereas, in order to honor his daughter’s legacy, Rachel’s father created Rachel’s Challenge, a school assembly and training program that celebrates acts of kindness and compassion; and

Whereas, seeing the positive affects of this program, Rockwall Independent School District counselors developed the first Rachel’s Challenge program for elementary school aged children in 2007; and

Whereas, RISD is now the model district for a comprehensive kindergarten through twelfth grade Rachel’s Challenge program initiative; and

Whereas, students and adults throughout the district have created paper links consisting of more than 123,000 “chains of kindness” to recognize those who have displayed kind and compassionate behavior towards others; and
Whereas, on May 8, RISD will hold “Rachel’s Rally,” a community wide event celebrating such acts of kindness and compassion

Now, Therefore, I, John Ratcliffe, Mayor of the City of Heath, Texas, do hereby proclaim Thursday, May 8, 2008 as
Rachel’s Rally Day
in the City of Heath and urge citizens of all ages to participate in this life-changing program and celebratory rally.

In Witness Whereof, I hereunto set my hand and seal this 6th day of May, 2008.


John Ratcliffe, Mayor
