WHEREAS, we are here today to express our appreciation to Raylene Cockrum and honor her for her distinguished 30-year career with the City of Mesquite and dedicated service to the residents of Mesquite; and
WHEREAS, Raylene began her career with the City of Mesquite Housing Division on 
March 1, 1982, and has served as Housing Administrator/Manager since August 1, 1984; and
WHEREAS, Raylene served as the City’s first Housing Manager.  She has lead the division through significant growth, from four employees and a $1.1 million budget in 1984, to 11 employees and a budget of $12.2 million today; and

WHEREAS, Mesquite Housing has been consistently recognized through HUD’s Section Eight Management Assessment Program (SEMAP) as a High Performer under Raylene’s guidance; and
WHEREAS, Raylene’s service extends well beyond the Mesquite Housing Division and she is well respected by the housing community. Raylene has been a very vocal and active participant in the Texas Housing Association and the North Texas Housing Association; and
WHEREAS, over her 30 years of employment, Raylene’s fiscal responsibility and work ethic serve as a exceptional example for all City employees; and

WHEREAS, on behalf of the entire City Council, I want to express our sincere appreciation to Raylene for her loyalty to the City of Mesquite and wish her much happiness as she begins this exciting new chapter in her life.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, John Monaco, Mayor of the City of Mesquite, do hereby proclaim Wednesday, 
May 30, 2012, as: 

“Raylene Cockrum DAY”

in the City of Mesquite, and urge all residents and employees to join me and the City Council in congratulating Raylene on an outstanding career with the City of Mesquite and wishing her many continued years of happiness and good health.

PROCLAIMED this 30th day of May 2012.
