WHEREAS, we are here today to express our appreciation to Donald W. Simons and honor him for his distinguished career with the City of Mesquite and dedicated service to the residents of Mesquite that spans over 32 years; and
WHEREAS, Don began his career with the City of Mesquite on September 11, 1972, as Chief Accountant, was promoted to Finance Director two years later, left the City for a short period to pursue a career in private business in November 1976, joined the City once again as Manager of Collections on September 10, 1984, and was promoted a second time to Director of Finance in December 1987; and 
WHEREAS, Don has led the Finance Department through many challenges, changes and developments always looking for ways to improve processes for internal efficiencies as well as citizen services; and

WHEREAS, Don has coordinated multiple City bond issues that have funded numerous capital projects throughout the city in order to keep Mesquite a city of sound infrastructure with state-of-the-art facilities and equipment to perform our jobs well in servicing the residents of our community; and
WHEREAS, Don has reviewed the activity of many State legislative sessions, watching carefully for proposed changes that would affect the City of Mesquite, ready to lobby for change if necessary; and

WHEREAS, under Don’s leadership the City of Mesquite has received the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting from the Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada for 33 consecutive years; and
WHEREAS, over 32 years of employment, Don’s fiscal responsibility and work ethic serve as an exceptional example for all City employees; and

WHEREAS, on behalf of the entire City Council, I want to express our sincere appreciation to Don for his loyalty to the City of Mesquite and wish him much happiness as he begins this exciting new chapter in his life.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, John Monaco, Mayor of the City of Mesquite, do hereby proclaim Friday, 
February 1, 2013, as: 

Donald W. Simons Day
in the City of Mesquite, and urge all residents and employees to join me and the City Council in congratulating Don on an outstanding career with the City of Mesquite and wishing him many continued years of happiness and good health.

PROCLAIMED this 1st day of February 2013.
