WHEREAS, 2012 marks the 125th anniversary of the City of Mesquite; and

WHEREAS, Texas and Pacific Railroad Agent, A.R. Alcott, recorded the plat for a new depot town, named Mesquite, on May 22, 1873, at the Dallas County Courthouse; and
WHEREAS, Alcott platted 40 acres for the town as well as 10 acres for the depot and a cattle pen; and

WHEREAS, the official opening of the railroad was held in Dallas on August 15, 1873, with the first train running through Mesquite traveling from Dallas to Longview; and

WHEREAS, in Mesquite only two structures were visible at the time: the wooden depot and the home of Major William Bradfield, station agent and the man credited as being the first resident; and
WHEREAS, on December 3, 1887, an incorporation election was held with 25 votes “for” and 14 votes “against” incorporation; and

WHEREAS, Mesquite was the second suburb outside of Dallas to incorporate; and

WHEREAS, on December 23, 1887, a second election was held for the town’s first officers with J.E. Russell elected as Mayor, S.E. Champion elected as Marshal and J.M. Tally, L.L. Thompson, G.B. Gross, R.S. Kimbrough and I.D. Browder elected as aldermen; and 

WHEREAS, special activities have been planned to celebrate the occasion of this anniversary; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that we should join in the expression of our pride and appreciation for the many civic and economic benefits that our community has enjoyed over the past 125 years because of the growth and prosperity of our city.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, John Monaco, Mayor of the City of Mesquite, do hereby proclaim the year 2012, as:

 “CITY OF MESQUITE’S 125TH ANNIVERSARY"

in the City of Mesquite, and urge all citizens to join with me in celebrating the City of Mesquite’s Quasquicentennial anniversary.
PROCLAIMED this 10th day of December 2011.

