WHEREAS, the Mesquite Rotary Club was organized in 1959 through the efforts of Dallas area Rotarians Briggs Todd and Dr. Sam Scothorn.  The Club was initially called the Mesquite-Big Town Rotary Club since many of the charter members were retailers working at the Big Town Shopping Mall; and

WHEREAS, the club has met in several locations, including the Holiday Inn, Eastfield College and the Dallas Athletic Club; and

WHEREAS, members work for the benefit of the Mesquite community through the four Rotary “Avenues of Service” – serving the needs of the club, the community, vocations and the international community; and

WHEREAS, the club’s current signature fundraising event, the Rodeo Bike Ride, was organized in 1995 by Steve Whitworth.  The event has grown to an annual ridership averaging 1,700 and has become a signature event in Mesquite each June; and

WHEREAS, the club has donated funds to support area organizations such as Mesquite Social Services, Meadowview School, Mission East Dallas Health Clinic, Mesquite Public Health Clinic, Mesquite Police and Fire Departments, Mesquite Public Library, Mesquite Youth Services, Mesquite ISD Educational Foundation, Equest, Mesquite Parks and Recreation and more; and
WHEREAS, the club has shown by its actions and good works for the past 50 years that it is a significant asset to the community, providing leadership and funding projects that have greatly benefited the area and its citizens, as well as people around the world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, John Monaco, Mayor of the City of Mesquite, do hereby proclaim Tuesday, June 8, 2010, as:

“Mesquite Rotary Club’s 50th Anniversary Day”

in the City of Mesquite, and I urge all citizens to recognize the achievements the Mesquite Rotary Club has made to our community and commend the club for a wonderful heritage and a bright future.
PROCLAIMED this 8th day of June 2010.
