PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, children are the embodiment of dreams and aspirations for the future and, as such, deserve to grow and develop in nurturing environments, free from fear and victimization; and 
WHEREAS, child abuse and neglect can be reduced by making sure each family has the support it needs in raising their children in a safe, nurturing environment; and

WHEREAS, our society has a responsibility to protect our children and help them thrive in a safe environment, as every child is entitled to be loved, cared for, feel secure and be free from verbal, sexual, emotional, and physical abuse and neglect; and
WHEREAS, the City of Brownwood has dedicated individuals and organizations such as Family Services Center, the ARK, CASA in the Heart of Texas, Boys and Girls Club, Big Brothers Big Sisters, Central Texas Opportunities, Brownwood Police Department, Department of Family and Protective Services, and the Child Welfare Board who work daily to counter the problem of child maltreatment and help parents obtain the assistance they need; and
WHEREAS, effective child abuse prevention programs succeed because of partnerships among families, social service agencies, schools, religious and civic organizations, law enforcement agencies, and the business community.

NOW, THEREFORE, I Stephen E. Haynes, by virtue of the power and authority vested in me as Mayor of the City of Brownwood do hereby declare the month of April, 2014, as
“CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION AND AWARENESS MONTH”

in the City of Brownwood and do urge all our citizens to join in dedicating their energies to cherishing our children and helping them grow and develop free from victimization so they may mature into successful adults. Their success is our success.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the City of Brownwood to be affixed on this the 8th day of April, 2014.







STEPHEN E. HAYNES, Mayor





