WHEREAS, children are our most precious asset and our greatest responsibility; and 
WHEREAS, Ryelee Victoria Burris was born on January 4, 2006, to Kenneth and Mindy Burris; and

WHEREAS, Ryelee met all childhood developmental standards early and was involved in many activities including cheerleading, dance and T-ball; and
WHEREAS, after many doctor visits, hospital visits, physical therapy sessions and transfusions, Ryelee was diagnosed with Friedreich’s Ataxia, which there is no known cure; and 

WHEREAS, Friedreich’s Ataxia is a degenerative disease of the nervous system that affects the spinal cord, nerves, cerebellum, heart and spine; and

WHEREAS, Ryelee recently met Ricky Gott, a children’s author, who became interested in helping Ryelee write her story in a children’s book, “Arms Wide Open”.  The book has been written and illustrated and we celebrate the launch of the book today.  
NOW, THEREFORE, I, John Monaco, Mayor of the City of Mesquite, do hereby proclaim Saturday, October 5, 2013, as:

Ryelee Victoria Burris Day

in the City of Mesquite, and encourage the Mesquite community to learn more about Friedreich’s Ataxia and generously support “Arms Wide Open” and the Burris family.
PROCLAIMED this 5th day of October, 2013.
