cancer is becoming a disease which, through a combination of prevention and early treatment, is not the life-threatening illness it once was; and

WHEREAS, colorectal cancer is the third most commonly diagnosed cancer and second most common cause of cancer death in the United States with over 145,000 estimated diagnosed cases and over 56,000 estimated deaths from colorectal cancer this year; and
WHEREAS, it is estimated that over 850 individuals in Dallas County will be diagnosed with colorectal cancer this year and it is estimated that there will be over 341 deaths from colorectal cancer this year; and

WHEREAS, colon cancer is one cancer that is preventable, and in recognition of that, state law requires insurance companies to provide screening coverage for adults age fifty and older through regular tests and to promote more healthful lifestyles to help prevent colon cancer.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mike Anderson, Mayor of the City of Mesquite, do hereby proclaim the month of March 2006 as:

“COLORECTAL CANCER AWARENESS MONTH”

in the City of Mesquite, and urge all citizens to schedule colon cancer screening and to take an active role in preventing this disease.

PROCLAIMED this 13th day of March 2006.

