WHEREAS, Congenital Heart Defects (CHD) are defects in the structure of the heart and vessels which are present at birth, the most frequently occurring birth defects and the leading cause of birth defect related deaths worldwide; and

WHEREAS, over a million families across America are facing the challenges and hardships of raising children with CHD as every year 40,000 babies are born in the United States with CHD; and 

WHEREAS, undiagnosed Congenital Heart conditions cause many cases of sudden cardiac death in young athletes; however, newborns and young athletes not routinely screened for Congenital Heart Defects; and

WHEREAS, Congenital Heart defects require lifelong medical care, multiple surgeries and preventative measures to maintain a working heart and healthy body; and

WHEREAS, the mortality rates from CHD has dropped nearly 40 percent in the past 18 years, proving that awareness of CHD is essential in preventing the death of thousands each year; and

WHEREAS, research for CHD continues to be grossly under-funded in America.  Of every dollar the government spends on medical research, only a fraction of a penny is directed toward Congenital Heart Defect research; and 

WHEREAS, Congenital Heart Defect Awareness Week provides an opportunity for those who have been affected to celebrate life, remember loved ones lost, honor dedicated health professionals, meet others and know they are not alone.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, John Monaco, Mayor of the City of Mesquite, hereby proclaim the week of February 7-14, 2013, as 

Congenital Heart Defect Awareness Week

in the City of Mesquite, and urge all citizens to join me in working to increase awareness, education and services for Congenital Heart Defects.
PROCLAIMED this 8th day of February 2013.

