WHEREAS, the Daughters of the Republic of Texas (DRT) is the oldest patriotic women’s organization in Texas and one of the oldest in the nation. In 1891 Betty Ballinger and Hally Bryan formulated plans for an association to be composed of women who were direct descendants of the men and women who established the Republic of Texas. 
WHEREAS, the objectives of the association are to perpetuate the memory and spirit of the people who achieved and maintained the independence of Texas and to encourage historical research into the earliest records of Texas, especially those relating to the revolutionary and republic periods. 
WHEREAS, the DRT encourages the preservation of documents and relics, the publication of historical records and narratives and the celebration of important days in the state’s history. It also encourages the teaching of Texas history in public schools and sponsors the placement of historical markers; and

WHEREAS, the Hiram Bennett Chapter was chartered in 1991 and with 21 members from the Mesquite area. Currently there are 91 members in the chapter.  Hiram Bennett played a prominent role in the early history of Mesquite and its surrounding area; and

WHEREAS, annually the chapter promotes Texas History within the Mesquite Independent School District by conducting an essay contest for seventh grade Texas history students. 
WHEREAS, the Hiram Bennett Chapter sponsors the John Peter Lawrence chapter of the Children of the Republic of Texas.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, John Monaco, Mayor of the City of Mesquite, do hereby proclaim Saturday, October 15, 2011, as:

 The DRT’s Hiram Bennett Chapter Day
in the City of Mesquite, and urge all citizens to join me in recognizing the Daughters of the Republic of Texas Hiram Bennett Chapter and welcome members of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas to Mesquite.
PROCLAIMED this 15th day of October 2011.
