WHEREAS, the John Philip Sousa Foundation recently announced that the Ralph Poteet High School Band had been awarded the Sousa Sudler Flag, an International Recognition of Excellence; and 

WHEREAS, the “Sudler Flag of Honor” is the highest recognition of excellence in a concert performance that is bestowed on a high school band; and 

WHEREAS, the Sudler Flag is a distinguished award given only to 51 bands in the past 25 years; and

WHEREAS, the Sudler Flag is designed to identify and recognize high school Wind Band and Symphony Band programs of very special excellence at the international level; and
WHEREAS, to be eligible for nomination for the Sudler Flag a high school band must have maintained a fine performing organization over a period of many years.  The band’s concert activities receive the most weight in the selection process; and
WHEREAS, the band program in the school must be a complete program which includes a marching band, small ensembles and solo participation by its members in contest and festival opportunities.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, John Monaco, Mayor of the City of Mesquite, do proclaim Thursday, May 19, 2009, as,

Poteet Pirate Band Sudler Flag Day
in the City of Mesquite and encourage our residents to congratulate Band Director Scott Coulson and the Poteet High School Band on this prestigious honor.
PROCLAIMED this 11th day of May 2009.
