WHEREAS, over a half million Texans fought and served in the Vietnam War from 1954 to 1975; of those, 3,417 made the ultimate sacrifice in Vietnam, while more than 10,000 Texans were wounded and where over 100 Texans are still missing in action; and

WHEREAS, the Vietnam Veteran spent the longest period of time in intense combat, was the youngest to have served, with an average age of 19 ½ years old, and the highest level of education than any war before them; and
WHEREAS, twelve Texas Vietnam veterans received the Nation’s highest award for valor, the Medal of Honor, of which nine were killed in battle; and
WHEREAS, Texas demonstrated patriotic commitment and sacrifice to the preservation of the Republic of South Vietnam; and

WHEREAS, during the 79th Regular Session of the Texas Legislature, House Concurrent Resolution 36 was approved giving legislative authorization to a Vietnam War monument for the Capitol grounds, subject to state law and rules of the State Preservation Board; and

WHEREAS, the Monument Committee selected Duke Sundt, who came from a military family and brings thirty years of experience in bronze sculpture, to create the monument; and

WHEREAS, Vietnam Veteran and retired U. S. Marine Corps Patrick M. Reilly, with the assistant of Chapter 1919 of the Military Order of the Purple Heart, is currently exhibiting the Texas Vietnam War bronze maquette throughout the State of Texas.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, John Monaco, Mayor of the City of Mesquite, do hereby salute the efforts in facilitating this monument that appropriately honors our veterans.
PROCLAIMED this 1st day of July 2011.
